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united, to persuade Zedekiah to join in a rebellion
against Nebuchadrezzar. This embassy found a
situation not altogether to its satisfaction. It
found, however, very much that was exactly ready
for its labors. Jerusalem had, of course, a strong
and numerous patriotic party that hated the very
name of Babylonian, and believed that the des-
tiny of the Hebrew people must carry them free
of any allegiance to any such power. This party
had no vision for the signs of the times, no mem-
ory for the events of the last few years, and plainly
not even the slightest glimpse into the future.
Its only idea was that Jehovah was with the He-
brews, no matter what their devotion to him
might be.1 He had, indeed, suffered the Baby-
lonian to lay a heavy hand upon his people, and
many had gone into captivity. But Jehovah's
temple still stood in Jerusalem, and there his pres-
ence still was. The superstitious trust of their
ancestors in the presence of the ark in battle at
Apheka was not greater than their present belief
in Jehovah, even when his true prophets spoke all
the other way. This party had the ears of all
Jerusalem. It was ever shouting patriotism. Pub-
lic opinion seemed all with it, and always with it,
when the embassy came to urge another struggle
against the new power. But there was another

1 The character of this blind faith is nhown in Jeienuah's taunt uttered
afterward: *' Where now arc your prophets which prophesied unto you,
saying, The king of Babylon shiill not come against you, nor against this
land ? " Jer. xxxvii, 19.

a 1 Saw, iv, 1-n